
 

 
25th May 2021 

 
Dear Dawn Penny, 
 
RE: OBJECTION TO PROPOSED CHANGES TO COUNCIL CAR PARKING CHARGES 
 
I refer to your recent correspondence in which you set-out your objections to the Council’s 
proposed changes to its car parks charging arrangements in Aberdare and would wish to 
confirm the following: 
 
Parking charges in Council car parks in Aberdare and Pontypridd are currently applicable 
between 0800hrs and 1800hrs Monday to Saturday, with parking being free of charge on 
Sundays and Bank Holidays. Moreover, since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 
2020, car parking charges have, at times, been suspended altogether, or, as is presently the 
case, been temporarily amended to being free after 10am Monday to Saturday. 
 
The temporary introduction of free parking and / or temporary charging arrangements in 
Aberdare and Pontypridd town centres was part of the Council’s response to the pandemic 
and an incentive for residents to “shop local”, with the objective of helping the local economy, 
supporting residents to access essential town centre businesses at times when the public 
health situation was worsening. 
 
Nevertheless, and notwithstanding any of the above, with a successful ongoing vaccination 
programme and the threat of the virus hopefully receding as a result, restrictions are now being 
eased.   
 
In preparation for this, the Council’s public consultation arrangements to inform the setting of 
its 2021/22 revenue budget included, amongst other things, a proposal around car parking 
charges in Aberdare and Pontypridd town centres to encourage visitors and support the 
recovery of local businesses. The proposal, that was supported by 83% of respondents to the 
public consultation, encompassed revising weekday charges so that they cease at 1500hrs 
daily, not 1800hrs, and then on Saturdays charging will only be applicable up until 1000hrs. 
The public consultation process also set out the financial implication of the proposal, in terms 
of income foregone, as an additional cost to the Council of £160,000 per year.   
 
Following on, the car parking proposal set out above formed part of the 2021/22 Revenue 
Budget Strategy Report, which received over 1,500 responses, and was considered and 
approved by full Council at its meeting on the 10th March 2021, with the report also setting out 
respondents’ feedback to the public consultation exercise.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Council is aware that the quietest times for our town centres is after 3pm and I would like 
to reiterate that the intended impact of the decision, which will mean parking will become free 
from 3pm on weekdays and after 10am on Saturdays on a permanent basis, will be to boost 
the local economy by encouraging shoppers into the town centres in the later afternoon period.  
This decision will provide the opportunity for footfall throughout the day and not merely in the 
more popular morning and early afternoon periods.   
 
Additionally, the Council did take the decision to significantly reduce car parking charges in 
Aberdare and Pontypridd following a review of the car park charging policy in 2017, which 
involved listening to the views of local residents, businesses, trade groups and other local 
stakeholders.  This decision was supplemented by the ongoing commitment to maintain free 
parking after 10am in Aberdare and Pontypridd throughout the whole of December each year. 
 
Finally, with regard to your comments about the Council’s press statement issued to 
accompany and raise awareness of the proposals, or indeed the displaying of notices in 
Council car parks, (a statutory requirement proposing to vary a legal Order, such as the 
Council’s Regulation of Off Street Car Parks Order), I fully appreciate your feedback on this 
point and extend my apologies for any confusion either the press release, or the notices, may 
have caused. 
 
I trust the foregoing is of assistance. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr A J Critchlow 
Frontline Services 
Rhondda Cynon Taf CBC 
 
c.c.  County Borough Councillor Steve Bradwick 
c.c.  County Borough Councillor Mike Forey 
c.c.  County Borough Councillor and Leader of the Council, Andrew Morgan 
c.c.  Vikki Howells MS 
c.c.  Mr Darren Notley, Rhondda Cynon Taf Council Project Team Leader for Town Centres 
 

The Council is committed to keeping your personal information safe and secure in line with 
our requirements under the Data Protection Act 2018. Your information will be treated as 
confidential, but may be shared with relevant Council departments, partner organisations and 
when required by law.  To learn more about how we manage your personal information, please 
visit our service privacy notice here www.rctcbc.gov.uk/serviceprivacynotice and the Council’s 
data protection pages here www.rctcbc.gov.uk/dataprotection. 
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