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Parking proposal

Out of town free parking vs in town paid parking

Current car parking situation
We appreciate that it will soon be discouraged to bring vehicles into town centres.
However, in line with Audit Wales’ review:

“Welsh Government has prioritised regeneration of town centres in the recovery from
the pandemic, but needs to ensure the town centre first approach is central to its
wider policy agenda.

Brave decisions are needed.”

Currently out of town retail and supermarket parking is, in the main, free. However
towns such ours (Aberdare), have car parks with cash only ticket machines for paid
parking. This makes going to the local Tesco, Asda or nearby retail park Cyfartha
much more attractive to shoppers, visitors and tourists and in turn turns away much
needed footfall and takes away from community wealth building.

Proposal
Whilst cars are still being encouraged to park in out of town supermarkets, retail
parks and in town centres the playing field needs to be levelled in order to sustain
and regenerate town centres.

We already know that for Aberdare it’s local authority Rhondda Cynon Taf recognise
the need to encourage shopping in its town as free parking is introduced at certain
times of the year, with this Christmas being no exception.

1. We feel a brave decision will be to implement car parking fees in supermarket
car parks and out of town retail, similar to those available locally in town
centres.

2. We also feel that ticket machines in town centres and out of
town/supermarkets should have cash and card functionality.

3. In addition, we feel car park usage needs to be smarter and with Aberdare as
an example the permit car park further away from town (Gadlys Pit) should be
used by shop/business owners and their staff with car parks closer to the town
centre to be solely used by shoppers, visitors and tourists etc and
enforcement should be carried to fine for local business owners and their staff
if they use car parks closer to town.

4. Lastly, we also feel permits for dedicated car parks for shop/business owners
and their staff needs to be incentivised by way of a reduced permit rate for
pay as you go, weekly, monthly or annually.
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https://audit.wales/publication/regenerating-town-centres-wales
https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Newsroom/PressReleases/2021/October/ShopLocalSeeSanta.aspx
https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/EN/Resident/ParkingRoadsandTravel/Parking/Councilcarparks.aspx
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